20               How to know the Indian Waders.

My late chief, Major Alcock, I.M.S., tells me that he used
to hear this bird called the Beef-steak bird, and found it
excellent eating when cooked in the ordinary way. This
is a fact worth knowing, as the bird is common and easi-
ly obtainable. It ought to be good, feeding as it does on
molluscs, which are such a favourite food with ducks. No
doubt it would thrive well if allowed the run of a pond
well supplied with water snails, and would be worth keep-
ing for the table.

This Stork is found in India and Ceylon generally, being
especially common in Bengal; it is also common in Assam
and Manipur, and is found in Arrakan and rarely in Pegu,
but not elsewhere in Burma. It breeds on trees in flocks,
laying two to five white eggs, in July and August in
Northern India, and January to March in Ceylon,